
Paediatr Child Health Vol 12 No 10 December 2007896

CPS Statement: FN 2007-03

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

Yes

Known to be negative

Yes No

Known to be positive

GBS status not known

No

Yes

No

Routine 
neonatal care 
and discharge 
with relevant 

parental 
counselling

Close
observation

Empirical 
antibiotic 

therapy for up 
to and 

including 
36 h.  

Consider 
consultation

Antibiotic 
therapy to 

cover 
underlying 

illness for at 
least 5 days.  

Consider 
consultation

Are there perinatal 
risk factors for 

sepsis?

Is the mother 
colonized 
with GBS?

Is the baby 
unwell

Did the mother 
receive more than 

4 h of IAP?

Check CBC: Is 
the total WBC count 

<5.0×109/L?

Immediate full 
diagnostic 
evaluation 

Findings or 
progress 

consistent with 
sepsis?

Baby remains 
well?

GBS Group B streptococcus

IAP Intrapartum prophylaxis with 
penicillin or ampicillin

Close observation = 4 h check 
of pulse rate, respiratory rate and 
temperature at mother’s bedside

Full diagnostic evaluation = blood 
culture, spinal tap ± chest x-ray  
(urine culture not indicated)

Risk factors for sepsis = maternal 
fever or signs of chorioamnionitis, 
ruptured membranes >18 h, 
previous child with GBS sepsis or 
preterm labour (<36 weeks)

Check
CBC 

Figure 1) Algorithm for the management of newborn babies who may be at risk for neonatal sepsis. Source: Canadian Paediatric Society, 2007
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